
Activating 
Obsolete Spaces 

in Barranquilla

This internship offers the opportunity to engage in ongoing research exploring the 
potential of abandoned and underused spaces for a sustainable and carbon-neutral 
urban transformation. The focus is on functionally obsolete architectural typologies—
especially shopping malls (“centros comerciales”)—as potential assets in a circular 
urban design strategy.

Barranquilla, a dynamic port city on Colombia’s Caribbean coast, provides a rich and 
complex urban setting for this investigation. As the fourth-largest city in the country and 
the principal hub of the Caribbean region, Barranquilla presents both challenges and 
opportunities for innovative, climate-responsive urban design. The research is hosted at 
Universidad del Norte, the leading academic institution in the region. 

The internship will be supervised by Dr. Alissa Diesch, architect-urbanist, and current 
DAAD Long-Term Professor for Sustainable Development at Universidad del Norte.
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Tasks and Learning Objectives

Over the course of 8–10 weeks, you will work on spatial analysis at the 
intersection of field-based exploration and desk research with an emphasis on 
visualizing urban potentials through 3D mapping and axonometric drawings.
You will contribute to an international research context while sharpening your 
spatial analysis and representational skills.

Requirements

• Background in architecture, urban design, urban planning, or a related field
• Strong skills in 3D mapping, axonometric drawings, or comparable spatial 
visualizations (Portfolio to be submitted with application)
• Proficiency in architectural drawing programmes (e.g. ArchiCad, AutoCad, 
Vectorworks) and graphic programmes (e.g. Illustrator, InDesign, Photoshop)
• An interest in sustainable urban development, circularity, and spatial reuse
• at least basic Spanish skills are recommended; English or German can be used 
as working language

Duration

6 to 12 weeks (ideal: 8–10 weeks)

Start date: August 2026

End date: October 2026

Location and contact

Universidad del Norte, Barranquilla, Colombia
Dr. Alissa Diesch adiesch@uninorte.edu.co
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